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however, throughout his volume seems to over-emphasize
England's role and England's advantages from the Moroc-
can agreement. There is no doubt that Delcasse, from the
moment he took charge of the French Foreign Office in
1898, had worked eagerly for the extension of French influ-
ence in Morocco, He had made a treaty with Spain with
this in view in 1900, but the treaty was bound to be abortive
so long as the greatest Naval Power with large Moroccan
interests did not give her consent. Hence, one of his reasons
for a rapprochement with England. His Minister of Colo-
nies, AL Etienne, and his London Ambassador, Paul Cam-
bon, energetically supported him and were warmly sec-
onded by Lord Lansdowne and Lord Cromer.
As to the motives, those on the English side were pri-
marily somewhat as follows. Having decided to abandon
splendid isolation and having failed to receive a satisfactory
response from Germany to Chamberlain's alliance feelers,
England naturally turned to France. In view of the grow-
ing friction between Russia and Japan, ending in the out-
break of war between the two in February, 1904, and the
fact that England was allied to Japan, and France to Russia,
it was important to establish cordial relations with France
to prevent the Russo-Japanese War from involving Eng-
land and France against one another. England desired to
avoid the clanger of having the war in the Far East spread
to Europe. She perhaps also wanted to forestall the possible
renewal of the Triple combination of 1895 (Russia, Ger-
many, France) for concerted pressure against Japan in
the Far East-117 England sincerely desired to wipe ofi
the slate the numerous causes of friction which had so fre-
monly boon exaggerated, and that the chief initiative came from Dd-
C088& and the French.
11? According to the belief of Bernatorff, German Charge d*Affaires
in London, which was at first shared by Billow and the Kaisrr, this was a
strong English motive in the rapprochement with France; GP., XX, 14-
21; and also 23, 31, 173.